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Martin Luther King, Jr., President of the Southern 
Christian Leadership Conference, Injected himself into the 
sanitation workers 1 strike in Memphis, Tennessee, and the 
result of King's famous espousal of nonviolence was vandalism, 
looting, and riot. 



Previously, King involved himself in this strike, 
called for a general strike, and called for a mass march. 

Today he led the mass march in an automobile at the head of 
the line. Negroes began shouting "black power" and trouble 
began. King, apparently unable or unwilling to control the 
marchers, absented himself from the scene; window breaking and 
looting broke out. 

Police officers were forced to use gas to break up 
the march and to control the crowd. It was necessary to 
activate the National Guard. Martin Luther King claims his 
much-heralded march on Washington, scheduled for April 22, 
1968, will also be. "nonviolent." He says he has persuaded 
militant black nationalists to abandon violent extremism in 
Washington, D. C., during the march. Memphis may only be the 
prelude to civil strife in our Nation's Capitol. 
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SANITATION WORKERS STRIKE 
MEMPHIS , TENNESSEE * 
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REV. JAMES MORR IS LAWSON JR . % 

On May 9, 1967, source four advised that on a 
WHBQ— TV panel discussion on Sunday, April 30 1967 

Rev. James Morris Lawson Jr. , Negro male, pastor of 
the Centenary Methodist Church, Memphis, and who had - 
been a leader in the April 1967 demonstrations in 
Memphis opposing United states policy in Vietnam, was 
askec by Panelist Clark Porteous, "Press-Scimitar" 
reporter, if he, Lawson, was a Communist. Lawson 
replied that he was not a member of the Communist 
Party, but he felt that the Communist program had 
many good points and much to offer the United States. 

Source ^hree advised that Rev. James Morris Lawson 
was one of the original founders of the Student Non- 
violent Coordinating Committee (SNCC) in 1960 and has 
since that time been considered as a leader in so-called 
nonviolent tactics and source recalled that constantly 
Ur f?^ Apiii, May, June and July 1967, Lawson regularly 
participated as a leader in demonstrations in Memphis 
opposing united states policy in Vietnam, 

As recently as February 23; 1968, source three 
advised that Lawson was preparing to make a trip to 
Czechoslovakia . 

the same date, source five advised that Lawson 
had stated on that date that he planned to leave the 
.United States at New York, New York, March 28, 1968, 
to go to Belgium, Germany and Prague, Czechoslovakia, 
where he could be a delegate to a Christian peace Con- 
ference. The date of the Conference is not known but 
was presumed by source to be probably in late March or 
early April 1968. 

On March 8, 1968, source four advised that during 
the television program, -Press Conference," on Sunday, 
March 3, 1968, at 12;30 p.m., on WHBQ-TV Channel 13 in 
Memphis* Tennessee, Rev. Jumes Morris Lawson Jr. was 













